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Three Kindred Spirits for Peace: Pio Gama Pinto, Noma Kanjiro and

Nakazawa Kei j i

Gordon C. Mwangi (Shikoku Gakuin University)

Early this year, my friend and mentor, Professor
Kusuhara Akira (formerly of Kokugakuin University,
Tokyo) sent me a post-card. He said, “This time I am
writing to promote my memoir (Manabu Mukiau
Ikiru, TaroJiro-Sha Editus, 2013). Please see if you
can put it in the library (Presumably our university
library)”.

The request came at an appropriate time, just as I
was considering asking Professor Kusuhara to go
back into his early days with the pioneer
activist/scholar of African studies , Noma Kanjiro. I
had just completed reading Noma’s “Shinba to Mori
no Senshi no Kuni”(“The Land of the Lion and the
Mountain Guerilla”), in my tutorial class (zemi). So, I
ordered the memoir right away.

In the memoir, Kusuhara says, “As I was about to
set out for my first journey to Africa, the pre-eminent
scholar of Africa, Noma Kanjiro Sensei (1912- 1975)
counseled me: Afurika o meshi (omanma) no tane ni
suru na yo' (Don’t treat Africa merely as an
opportunity to feed’) «

What did Noma mean? He must have observed a
trend, in Japan and elsewhere, of people who go into
African studies just for monetary gains. And he was
saying that he himself operated on a different ethical
standard when studying and writing about Africa,
and was, in effect challenging Kusuhara to measure
up to that standard.

The question arises: What is the alternative? What
other reason is there to go into African studies than
to make money? The answer to that is amply
provided in The Land of the Lion and the Mountain
Guerilla.

The book starts in an engagingly
easy-to-understand narrative of an adventure into
the land of the lion and the Masai, popular with
safari enthusiasts in Japan and Europe. But it
increasingly takes up more serious issues about
Kenya’s bitter struggle against British colonial
oppression. And Noma’ real sympathies are with the
freedom fighters. Not neutral, and definitely not on
the side of the British colonialist.

The book was published by Rironsha, in 1967, in

the Junior Library series specifically intended for
high school students. It was a time of considerable
social ferment in Japan, when identification with the
Afro-Asian Solidarity Movement was popular.
Subsequent to the Bandung Conference of 1955 and
the tsunami of independence in Africa there were
many Japanese who felt that they “belonged in Asia
not in Europe” (Datsu-0, Nyu-A).

If not for monetary gain, then why would Japanese
scholars range so far away, to distant Africa? A
corollary to that: why would African scholars commit
themselves to Japan studies?

In Noma’s account about anti-colonial struggle in
Kenya, the names of Joseph Murumbi, Oginga
Odinga, and especially Pio Gama Pinto dominate the
pages. Oginga Odinga and Joseph Murumbi were, in
quick succession, the first and second vice-presidents
in Jomo Kenyatta’s independence government.
Kenya attained independence on December 12, 1963.
But by 1966, both had fallen into disfavor with
Kenyatta because of what they considered a betrayal
of the pledges made to the people of Kenya, especially
on the question of land reacquisition from the
Europeans who had taken it away unilaterally.

Pio Gama Pinto was a Kenyan socialist-activist of
Goan (Indian) parentage. He spent his formative
years, from the age of eleven to twenty-two, in India
during the Indian struggle for independence. This
shaped his subsequent career as a journalist and an
anti-colonial activist in Kenya from 1949, when he
returned from India, to 1954 when he was arrested
and imprisoned by the British colonial government.

Immediately after his release in 1959, he
re-embarked in the struggle for independence and
social justice. And even after independence he
became more dedicated to the cause of justice for all
Kenyans, but particularly for those who had been
detained or persecuted by the colonial government
and who continued to suffer from neo-colonial policies
of the Kenyatta government. And for this he was
assassinated in 1965, the first assassination in
independent Kenya.

Noma Kanjiro’s narrative starts in 1962 when he
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arrives in Kenya, and ends with his shock in reading
the UPI news syndicated from Nairobi, in The Japan
Times, Tokyo, on February 25, 1965.

His trusted adviser about the just Mau Mau
peasant revolt had been gunned down for
championing the very cause that the guerillas went
into the forests to fight for. What cruel irony!

At the time that Noma went to Africa, Afro-Asian
Solidarity was more than a slogan. People like him
believed that Japanese could transcend their insular
mentality and commit themselves to causes of
freedom and justice for the Asian, African and Latin
American humanity. And in Pinto Noma had found a
role model to vindicate this conviction.

Pinto was Asian like him but had impeccably
committed himself to the Mau Mau cause. In
detention at the Tarkwa maximum security camp
Pinto defied the racial segregation imposed by the
British colonialists in order to isolate and favour him
as an Asian, from the even more severely persecuted
African detainees.

It is pertinent to ponder on Noma’s wish to
communicate with the youth of Japan about the

September 15, 2013

realities of Kenya’s Mau Mau struggle for freedom, at
a time like the present when the Matsue City board
of education in Shimane Prefecture has just retracted,
under overwhelming public pressure, its ‘request’ to
limit student access to the 10-volume manga series
‘Hadashi no Gen” (“Barefoot Gen”)- a best-selling
antiwar and anti-nuclear weapons classic. The board
had earlier urged the municipal elementary and
junior high schools to restrict access to the manga
series about the bombing of Hiroshima and other
wartime cruelties.

Matsue’s real worry was that Nakazawa Keiji, the
manga artist, who had gone through the excruciating
bombing experience he portrayed also harbored
strong objections to atrocities that the imperial
Japanese troops committed oversea during the war,
including China and Korea, which he also depicted in
the series.

Clearly, Pio Gama Pinto, Noma Kanjro and Keiji
Nakazawa were kindred spirits.
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