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PSAJ member Sakamoto Yoshikazu sensei
was an intellectual titan. His brilliance, tempered by
a warm, open and generous personality, shone a
piercing light on international relations for over six
decades. His carefully crafted prose scythed through
the weeds of disciplinary distraction to inquire into
the quintessence of the field: the role of the state and
other actors, nuclear deterrence, the Cold War and
beyond, issues of war and peace in their complex
manifestation. Peace research enriched him as a
scholar and as a human being: ameliorating North-
South disparities, promoting human rights, and other
pressing problems sharpened his steadfast gaze on an
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ever-changing world. His was not a scholarly life
bucked, twisted and turned out of shape by the
disciplinary fashions of the day. Nor did his click of
the keys and return of the carriage make him
purblind to the world outside of academe. His
personal experience of war and the street as well as of
the tome and the lecture theatre inspired him
continually to question, peace and security for whom?
By what means? For his bowel-deep commitment
remained normatively inspired throughout his long
career: how to achieve a more peaceful world. He will
be deeply missed both inside and outside of Japan.
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Roundtable Discussion : Connecting Peace Researchers in East Asia
“People’s Peace in East Asia : Seeking a way of building a transitional linkage”

Chair :Kim Kyong Mook (Chukyo University)

Panelist : Kim Sung Chull (Seoul National University)

Panelist : Tosa Hiroyuki (Kobe University)

Panelist : Wakabayashi Chiyo (Okinawa University)
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